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 General News Items 
 
 

Welcome to the final edition of the Canterbury Region 

Newsletter for 2018. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Hogmanay    31 December 2018 
Introductory Lessons  25 January 2019 

Little Thistles Ball   27 April 2019 
 

 

Editorial 

 

Dancing  has almost finished for 2018,  and  thoughts  are 

turning to Christmas and summer holidays. 

The Canterbury Region has one final celebration for this 

year, Hogmanay on 31 December. See the programme in the 

newsletter.   This  will  be an  opportunity for dancers and 

non-dancers also, as we can include easy Ceilidh dances if 

we have visitors. 

Thank You 
 

There have been several events recently where dancers have 

given their time to demonstrate Scottish Country Dancing to 

the general public.  It is most appreciated by the organiser to 

have such willing participants. Thank you to all who have 

given their time so freely. 

 

Introductory Classes 
 
 

The Region is going to hold a 5 week series of lessons for 

new dancers, commencing on Friday, 25 January 2019, at 

the  Scottish  Society  Hall,     Corner  of  Edgeware  and 

Caledonian Roads, at 7.30 p.m. If you know anyone who 

may be  interested  in  dancing, suggest they attend these 

lessons, prior to commencing at a club in the new year. 

 

 
 

 

 

Nelson Summer School 
 

If you are going to be in Nelson, during the Summer School 

there, evening events can be attended. You do need to pre-

arrange tickets for Hogmanay and the President’s Ball, but for 

other evenings there is a door charge paid on the night.  

Check NZ Branch web-site for more information. 

 

Change of Contact 
 

There have been quite a few people who have had changes of 

email addresses in recent times. Alan Burn wishes to advise 
that his email address has changed, so if you want to contact 

him, his email is now: 

kathalanburn@gmail.com 

 

Letter to the Editor 
 

We received a letter recently from a dancer,   See Page 3 

I agree with the comments, a wonderful opportunity for 

young dancers to build on their experience, especially for 

boys to understand the difference in dancing from both  sides 

of a set. In most instances we, in Canterbury, are lucky to 

have sufficient “ladies” to make up the women’s side of the 

sets, but in the instance (wonderful) of more males than fe-

males, why not the men dance on that side too! 
 

Hogmanay 

Scottish Society Hall, Edgeware 
 

The Hogmanay dance at Scottish Society Hall, will include 

dances that “non-dancers” can enjoy also. So this evening is 
an opportunity to bring along friends and family to farewell 

2018 and welcome in 2019.    31  December 2018 8.00 p.m.   

Cost: $10.00 plus a small plate for supper. 

See Page 2 for the Programme 

Editor:         Lorraine Whaley 

Designer: Ray Whaley 

Email:          rrlwhaley@gmail.com 

Phone:      03 323 9689 

Postal:      P O Box 76177, Northwood, Christchurch 8548  

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

From the Newsletter Staff 

mailto:kathalanburn@gmail.com


 

  

 

 

Hogmanay 

Scottish Society Hall, 

Corner Edgeware and Caledonian Roads 

31 December 2018 8.00 p.m. 

Cost: $10.00 plus a small plate for supper. 
 

 

Programme 

 
J Hooper’s Jig     MMM2 

R The Barmkin    R Goldring 

S City of Belfast    Book 48 

J Napier’s Index    Book 45 

R The Dashing White Sergeant  Book 3 

S The Gentleman    Book 35 

J Beach Dancer    E West 

R The Meeting of the Waters  Strathtay 

S Jean Martin of Aberdeen   3 for 2006 

R Virginia Reel    Collins 

J Cranberry Tart    7 Year Itch 

S The Paisley Weavers   3rd Graded 

J Jig to the Music    2nd Graded 

R The Montgomeries’    Rant Book 10 

S The Flower of Glasgow   Book 46 

J The Laird of Milton’s Daughter  Book 10 

R Reel of the Royal Scots   Leaflet 

R Eightsome Reel    Book 2 

J The White Heather Jig   Cosh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Little Thistles Ball 

27 April 2019 

Cashmere Club,  

50 Colombo Street, Christchurch 
 

The Little Thistles Club will be holding a Ball at the 

Cashmere Club on 27 April 2019, as a fund raiser for 

their attendance at the JAM Camp later in the year. 

Now is the time to think about what to wear for such a 

special occasion, and to support our up and coming 

next generation of dancers. 

 

St Andrew’s Day 
 

What a busy day that was.    There were at least two 

different groups of dancers entertaining at retirement 

villages. 

And  then  the  Canterbury Region  joined  with  the 

Scottish Society at their hall in Edgeware to celebrate 

in style.  There was entertainment - dancing, singing, 

music and lots of fun for all, plus Haggis and supper to 

tempt the appetites. It was great to see a hall full of 

people enjoying themselves.  Thanks go to all who 

came and supported the dancing and taking part in the 

evening.  Well done. 

Canterbury`s up coming events 



An open letter to the Scottish Country Dancing community, 
 
I’d like  to  take  an  opportunity  to say  just  how  much  my family  and I enjoy our Scottish Country 
Dancing – we’ve had such fun nights and loads of laughs…we’ve met some awesome people.       And if 
the suppers weren’t so delicious we may have even lost some weight! 
 

But I’d also like to take an opportunity to suggest that maybe some people could learn to relax a little 
about their traditions and think about whether these traditions are really worth clinging to. 
 

As many may know, my husband and I have two boys.  I love the opportunity to dance with all of them.  
And they enjoy  being  able  to dance  with each other.      Recently  we  were  taken  aside  and  it  was 
suggested to us that the boys shouldn’t dance together when there are women dancing as a couple – 
that  the  boys  should  split  up  and  each  dance with  someone  else.  Apparently it was felt something 
had to be said as there had been complaints. 
 

I have no doubt at all that if I had two girls, they would be able to dance together and no one would bat 
an eyelid. 
In this century, does this not seem as ridiculous to others as it does to me? 
 

Who has  decided  that  the ‘best’ way to  dance  is  still male/female?  Yes – it might look great for a 
performance or competition (although even there, I’ve seen many, many  videos  of women dancing 
together – often entire sets!) but when we’re all out for an enjoyable night of fun, friendship and fitness 
where is the harm in my  two  boys, or the  boys  and their  father (or even two other men completely 
outside my family circle!) dancing together? 
 

I’d like to suggest that it’s time we all remembered that dancing is supposed to be, first and foremost, a 
fun activity – an opportunity to express joy and freedom.  If we insist on sticking rigidly to traditions 
that have become  somewhat  stuffy and  outdated  in  this  day  and age, we will doom our beloved 
dancing to the scrap heap. 
And who knows?   Seeing  two  teenaged  boys  dancing  together,  having  fun, and still interacting with 
us ‘oldies’ might  even  encourage some  other  youngsters  that  this  Scottish  Country  Dancing could 
be worth a try  
Cheers, Su 
 
Su Marshall 

Letter to the Editor 

 

Note—if you have any comments you would like to make, please send to the Editor. Also if you have 
any other suggestions or comments relating to dancing, please feel free to contact the editor. 

Email address:  rrlwhaley@gmail.com 
 


