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General News Items
Welcome to the third edition of the Canterbury Region
Newsletter for 2020.
Editorial
The dancing year has come to a crashing halt, just after
a successful beginning to the year.
The Beginners classes went very well with enthusiastic
dancers looking forward to their first “Open Night”.
Unfortunately with the worrying COVID-19 Virus
starting to make an unwelcome presence, this event
was cancelled. Hopefully in the future the Region may
be able to recommence classes for our newer dancers.
We will keep all informed of any dates once we are
able to make plans to re-start dancing.
All clubs have stopped at present. Because of the
contact that we have with each other while dancing, it
was an obvious choice which had to be made.
Scottish Society, Caledonian, Rangiora and Strathallan
Clubs have all made the decision to postpone/cancel
their Annual Dance for now. If any of these clubs are
able to plan a function for later in the season, dancers
will be advised.
For now, however, we must all be careful and keep our
distance from other people not in our “Bubble”. For
most of us this means staying home, with just a walk or
bike ride for exercise.
Summer School 2020/2021
Christchurch
Unfortunately Summer School which was going to be
held in Christchurch at the end of this year has been
postponed for one year. It will be held in Christchurch
at the end of 2021.
Teddy Bear Hunt
For many of us, able to get out for
walks, and taking the dogs for a stroll,
there has been a bright spot in our day
when we catch sight of teddies in
windows. Lovely!

Some funnies from the Net, Page 2
Sorry that there is not much news this month.
Hopefully next month will be much better.
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Greetings to you all
It’s been quite an incredible start to 2020. It was great to
see all the clubs back up and running in February after
the summer break with good numbers attending clubs.
We were also incredible lucky to have such a great
Beginners’ class run over 5 weeks. Thanks to Sharon
and Graeme Plank for their teaching efforts and adding to
the camaraderie of the group. The group gelled
exceptionally well and all so eager to learn. We have
been very fortunate that as a group they are keeping
in contact via email, and Graeme and Sharon have shared
links to keep their skills polished until they can
get back onto the dance floor.
COVID-19 has certainly put a halt on all our lives but we
must keep positive and reach out to each other
until we dance again. There are lots of lovely stories
from families connecting via skype, zoom, Facebook
etc. which is fabulous. I love listening to the tunes from
“Tunes in the Hoose” on Facebook, it certainly lifts
my spirits. I also now understand why there was such a
rush on toilet paper as I’ve seen on video someone
dancing around 7 rolls of toilet paper, very clever and
creative.
I would also like to encourage you to reach out to
someone, if you feel you could do with a chat, please
give a fellow dancer, friend or myself a call. I’m one of
the essential workers so if I don’t answer your call
immediately please leave a message (027 262 3515).
Let’s keep positive and feel connected.
Aileen Taylor
From the Dewhursts on Page 3
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Dear Dancing Friends,
First and foremost, we hope that you, your family and friends are safe and well, and staying in touch even though we cannot meet up
to dance and play for the time being. If, like us, you have lost dear friends or loved ones, please accept our sincere condolences, and
if you or anyone you know is suffering with the virus, we hope that you or they will soon be restored to good health.
You may have heard that over the last couple of years, Julie, Nick and I have been working on a new recording, and we thought you
might like to know that we finally completed it early last month. The CDs arrived in the week when the lockdown started, and although we knew that a lot of people were looking forward to it, we did not feel it was right to launch it until we had worked out how to
distribute it responsibly. We can now do this from home, making only very infrequent visits to the Post Office (whom we have consulted), and we believe that most people would feel this was acceptable.
So here it is: Short & Sweet! For as long as we can remember, dance teachers have requested short
tracks, either for short dances, or for practising longer dances with fewer couples, and with the growing
popularity of short but interesting dances, we decided to make this the focus of our latest CD.
There are 21 tracks of reels, jigs, strong and ‘slow air’ strathspeys, a medley and a waltz, in a variety of
lengths from 3 to 6 times through, and in 32, 40 and 48 bar sequences. We have included as many of the
common permutations and combinations as possible (although there will always be others!), and there
are more ‘short tracks’ on our earlier recordings too (see below).
For the first tune of each track, we have tried to avoid anything which is commonly associated with a
well-known dance, so that all the tracks can be used when ‘any good tune’ is required. We have chosen
a wide variety of tunes, from Scotland, Shetland, Orkney, Ireland, England, Canada and America, some
older and some more recent, including several of Chris’s compositions. We hope that you will find your own favourites amongst
them, whether for dancing or listening.
All our CDs are priced at £12.50, but to help keep your feet tapping during these difficult times, we have decided to offer free
P&P throughout 2020 (UK orders only), AND, in case you feel like a little extra music to keep your spirits up, we are happy to offer
any of our previous CDs for just £10 each (again throughout 2020) when ordered at the same time as Short & Sweet. Below is a brief
description of each of our CDs (further details on request).
Our debut Scottish Country Dance CD, Crossing Borders (2008), has 14 cheerful tracks of reels, jigs & strathspeys, all of
which can be used when ‘any good tune’ is required. Its versatility and ‘lift’ has made it popular with dance clubs, and
the varied selection of music from the British Isles and North America (including several ‘home-grown’ compositions)
makes it a good companion around the house, or in the car. As well as the 6 full-length tracks, there are 7 shorter
tracks (including 3x32, 4x32, 4x40 and 4x48 bar sequences), and a medley.
Our second Scottish Country Dance CD, Beyond the Borders (2014), also has 14 toe-tapping tracks, including 4
well-known dances (The Wee Cooper o’ Fife, The Black, Black Oil, Seton’s Ceilidh Band and Singing Sands), and 4 of
Gillian Jennings’ dances with local connections (Whisky Galore!, Bob Shakespeare’s Jig, Kenneth & Fiona’s Ruby Strathspey and The Dover Ruby – we can send instructions for all of these). The other 6 tracks are for when ‘any good tune’ is
required, and include 4 shorter tracks of between 3 and 6 times through. We are told that as well as being good to
dance to, this CD makes good ironing music!!
If you would like something similar, but just a little bit different, we also have a small selection of our popular English/American
Country Dance CDs, including:
Razzmatazz (3D - Chris, Julie & Nick Dewhurst, 2016): country dance music with a swing, guaranteed to bring a smile to your
face! Features Nick’s jazz trumpet & flugelhorn.
Brass Tracks (Nick & Chris Dewhurst, 2010): favourites from the Dancing Masters from Playford to the present day, which sound terrific on trumpet, or fantastic on flugelhorn! (Last few copies only).
New Dimensions (3D - Chris, Julie & Nick Dewhurst, 2004): 3D’s first CD, which is a versatile, lively and popular recording of music for
the country dances and contra dances of England and North America.
Take Two.. (John Patrick & Chris Dewhurst, 1995): a celebration of John & Chris’s 20 year fiddle & accordion partnership, including
favourite dance sets and a few ‘party pieces’! (Limited re-run, by popular demand).
If you would like to place an order, please complete the attached order form, and send with a cheque payable to Julie Dewhurst, 2
Laurel Close, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 6TT. Alternatively, if it is more convenient, you can phone us on 01543-252120, or
email us, and pay by bank transfer (details on request).
We look forward to hearing from you, and to seeing you as soon as we can all start dancing and playing again!
With best wishes from us all, stay safe and well, and keep smiling!
Chris, Julie & Nick Dewhurst
P.S. Since we’re all ‘confined to barracks’ at the moment, we’d be really grateful if you could help spread the word by sharing this
with any of your friends who may be interested – and do please let us know if you would prefer not to receive future notifications
from us. Thanks!

